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Beech Class –Spring 1 – Parent overview 

Towers, Tunnels and Turrets  

 
Climbing the battlements or tunnelling in the ground, there’s a whole world of adventure and fun to be found! This 

term, we’ll learn all about the different parts of a castle and describe how they have changed over time. Using a wide 

range of materials, we’ll build models of castles and test the strength of our structures. We’ll explore the stories of 

Rapunzel, The Tunnel and The Three Billy Goats Gruff and use them to create newspaper reports, letters and 

posters. In Geography we will use world maps and atlases to identify the UK and its countries as well as using 

photographs to help us learn about the tallest buildings and the longest tunnels in the world. We’ll find out about 

the amazing Victorian engineer, Isambard Kingdom Brunel, and improve our PE skills by playing attacking and 

defending games. At the end of our project, we’ll have so much to share! We’ll display our amazing structures and 

share our knowledge in a special question and answer session002E 

Sparkly Starter Fab Finish 

Castle Building  
We will start our topic by building our own castles and 
fortresses. Deciding how many turrets to add, how high it will 
be and even whether to construct a secret passageway 
inside! Please could you save any boxes you have over the 
Christmas break (big or small) and bring them in for us to 
use? Thanks!  

Make a biscuit bridge! 
 

Using what we have learnt about building structures and the 
suitability of different materials, come and join us to test out 

the strength of the nation’s favourite biscuits!  

 

Date: Monday 6th January  Date: Friday 14th February  

 
Key topic vocabulary 

Below is a list of key vocabulary for your child to know and understand for the topic organised into 3 tiers, ‘must 
know’, ‘should know’ and ‘could know’. 

Key Vocabulary 

Tier 1 – Must Tier 2 – Should Tier 3 - Could 

arch 
arrow 
castle 
lord 
passage 
tower 
tunnel 
England 
Scotland  
Wales 
Northern Island  

Moat 
Archer 
Arrow 
Burrow 
Drawbridge  
Fortress 
keep  
turret  
United Kingdom 
 

Viaduct 
Rampart 
Portcullis  
Motte 
Bailey 
Medieval 
Saxon 
Battlements 



 

How can you help at home? 

• Support children completing the take away task 

• Continue reading with your child as often as you can and filling in their reading record 

 Continue to practice spellings at home 

 

Take away task – Choose one or more to complete at home! 

Due week beginning 13/01/20 

Marvellous Maps  

Create your own map of the United Kingdom? Can you put famous castles and landmarks on your map? 

Crazy Castles  

Research a famous castle in the UK and create a poster, leaflet, presentation etc. to show the class what you have found out.  

Brilliant Building 

Can you create a model of a famous tower or building?  For example, The CN tower, in Toronto; Big Ben or The Shard, In 

London; the leaning tower of Pisa, in Italy; The Eiffel Tower, in France. 

 
  
  

 


