
Oakhurst First School promoting British Values 

In 2011, the government defined British values as democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, 

mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. We promote these values through our 

mission statement, own school values, curriculum and enrichment activities. 

Mission Statement: From little acorns mighty oaks grow. 

Oakhurst Values are: Respect, Tolerance, Understanding, Co-operation, Courage and Friendship. 

VALUE HOW WE PROMOTE IT 

Democracy 
Links to school values: 
 
Respect  
Tolerance 
Understanding 
 
 
UN CRC Article 12: 
Children have the right to say what they think 
should happen, when adults are making 
decisions that affect them and to have their 
opinions taken into account. 
 

 We have an elected school council with a 
strong pupil voice. This is used as an 
opportunity to promote and teach about 
democracy and the electoral process. 
The school council takes part in the 
interview process of staff.  

 We encourage volunteering in school. 
This includes activities such as sports 
leaders from the local middle and upper 
school supporting our students e.g. 
refereeing, adult helpers (such as 
parents and grandparents) hearing 
children read and helping with D.T. We 
have a reading buddy scheme between 
years. We have volunteer helpers that 
take part in various school events and 
trips. 

  Democracy is promoted through PSHE 
lessons (Jigsaw Scheme) separate 
lessons about Rights Respecting Schools, 
assemblies and whole school day foci on 
Democracy and British values. 

 Pupil voice events e.g. making whole 
school decisions. 

  

The rule of law 
Links to school values: 
 
Respect 
Co-operation 
Courage 
 
UN CRC Article 19: 
Governments should ensure that children are 
properly cared for and protect them from 
violence, abuse and neglect by their parents, or 
anyone else who looks after them. 
 

 We have high expectations about pupil 
conduct and this is reflected in our 
behaviour policy. There are rewards for 
exhibiting good and caring behaviour 
and consistent demonstration of our 
values is recognised through such things 
as house points, learning behaviour 
awards and stickers and Celebration 
assemblies. Each class has a class charter 
which children collaboratively create and 
sign each year. 

 Through our school assemblies and PSHE 
children are taught how to earn trust 
and respect and are supported to 
develop a strong sense of morality; 



knowing right from wrong and doing the 
right thing even when it’s difficult. 

 The local police liaison officer visits the 
children to talk to the children about 
internet safety and explain their role in 
society.  

 Children learn about the Firework code 
of conduct, Beach safety, Road safety, 
visit ‘Safewise’ and take part in cycling 
safety initiatives.  

 
Individual liberty 
Links to school values: 
 
Respect 
Responsibility 
The 4 R’s  
Ready  
Resilient  
Resourceful 
Reflective 
 
UN CRC Article 31: 
All children have a right to relax and play and to 
join in a wide range of activities. 
UN CRC Article 15: 
Children have the right to meet together and 
join groups and organisations, as long as this 
does not stop other people from enjoying their 
rights.  

 

 Through our school values and the 
Jigsaw PSHE programme, children are 
taught about personal responsibility, 
choices, ambition and aspiration. They 
are encouraged to take opportunities to 
follow their interests in sport, art, music 
etc. and join school clubs such as 
gardening, choir, coding and Spanish. 

 Jigsaw has specific units relating to 
individual liberty including ‘Being Me in 
My World’. 

 Children are taught how to keep 
themselves safe, including e-safety. 

 Rights Respecting Schools 

 The 4 R’s –each term there is a different 
focus for the children’s learning. 

Mutual respect 
Links to school values: 
 
Respect 
Friendship 
Co-operation 
 
UN CRC Article 2: 
The convention applies to everyone whatever 
their race, religion, abilities, whatever they think 
or say and whatever type of family they come 
from. 
 
UN CRC Article 30: 
Children have the right to learn and use the 
language and customs of their families, whether 
these are shared by the majority of people in the 
country or not.  

 We have high expectations about pupil 
conduct and this is reflected in our 
Behaviour Policy. 

 Through our school’s values, Jigsaw 
Scheme, PHSE and Discovery R.E. 
Scheme children are taught to respect 
each other, to be co-operative, 
collaborative and supportive. They use 
learning partners e.g. in Inspire Maths 
lessons.  

 The children are also encouraged to look 
for similarities as well as being 
understanding of any differences 
between them. The Jigsaw theme of 
‘Celebrating Difference’ explores these 
issues well. 

 Mutual respect is also promoted in 
whole school assemblies and specific 
whole school events such as the Romany 
Gypsy Day. 

 Children choose which charities the 



school will raise money for each year 
such as Cancer Research, homeless 
people and Comic Relief.  

 Fairtrade is promoted within the school. 

 Playground Friendship Bench 

 We have initiatives where we link and 
help the community e.g. ‘Helping Hands’, 
litter picks and Village Night.  

Tolerance of different faiths and beliefs 
Links to school values: 
 
Respect 
Tolerance/ Understanding 
 
UN CRC Article 14 
Children have the right to think and believe what 
they want and to practise their religion, as long 
as they are not stopping other people from 
enjoying their rights. Parents should guide their 
children on these matters. 

 We have high expectations about pupil 
conduct and this is reflected in our 
Behaviour Policy. 

 Tolerance of different faiths and beliefs 
is promoted through the R.E. Discovery 
scheme. The children learn about three 
major religions: Christianity, Hinduism 
and Judaism. Topics covered are beliefs, 
places of worship and festivals. The 
children’s learning is displayed on an RE 
notice board. Children take part in the 
Remembrance Day service. 

 Assemblies, special days and visits are 
made by local religious leaders and 
children have the opportunity to visit 
places of worship. 

 We are part of the e- twinning 
community linking with schools from 
other countries and cultures, we are a 
Global Learning Partner school and have 
the Foundation level  International  
Award.  

 We have International weeks to 
celebrate diversity focusing on different 
countries, culminating in sharing 
assemblies.  

 

Term JIGSAW  theme Value Related values 
Autumn 1 Being Me in my World Co-operation Responsibility  

Rights 
Trust  

Autumn 2 Celebrating Difference Respect Patience 
Understanding 
Tolerance 

Spring 1 Dreams and Goals Responsibility Rights 
Trust 

Spring 2 Healthy Me Honesty Trust 
Humility 
Tolerance 

Summer 1 Relationships Friendship Thoughtfulness 
Caring 

Summer 2 Changing Me Courage Hope 



 


