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Oakhurst Commun           
Overview 
 
History is a subject which challenges children’s thinking.  The skills required 
for learning about the past not only lead to pupils becoming critical, 
independent thinkers but also contribute to the development of a range of 
skills necessary for life such as literacy, numeracy and social skills.   
 
We firmly believe that History helps children to develop an awareness of 
themselves and their peers within the context of local, national and 
international events. History causes a sense of identity, recognising the 
changes that have taken place which have led us to the world as we know it 
today. In celebrating our diverse heritage History can help to promote both 
diversity and inclusivity.  
 
We recognise that children start their journey through History at primary level 
and that this stage is crucial in embedding the practices, knowledge and skills 
of the historian, which pupils will continue to develop throughout their 
education. This journey should allow pupils to develop their curiosity, engage 
their minds in complex thinking and most of all, it should be fun and exciting to 
ensure that pupils develop a genuine love for the subject and their shared 
history.   
 

Aims 
 
Our aims in teaching History include: 
 

• developing an understanding of the process of change and continuity 
and an appreciation that change and progress are not necessarily the 
same. 

• promoting an interest and enjoyment in finding out about the past 
through investigation, and an appreciation of human achievements and 
aspirations. 

• developing an understanding of how the past is different from the 
present, and that people from other times and places may have had 
different values and attitudes from ours. 

• developing an understanding that events have many causes and that 
historical explanations can sometimes be subjective, and therefore are 
debatable. 

• allowing children to gain a knowledge of chronology within which they 
can organise their understanding of the past. 

• helping children to distinguish between facts and the interpretation of 
facts. 

 



 
 

 
Objectives 
 
In EYFS children are learning history through the ‘Understanding the world’ 
strand of the curriculum.  This will be achieved through whole class and small 
group’s activities such as story-telling reading and discussion of stories as a 
class; conversation with children during informal and formal learning activities 
and through the use of a range of materials (e.g.: old toys, pictures of famous 
people).  Children are encouraged to ask questions, talk about 
differences/similarities between items or characters in stories and reach 
verbal conclusions based on information. 
 
EYFS 

 
40- 60 months- Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines. 
 
ELG - Early Learning Goal 
Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives 
of family members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the 
same things and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and 
differences between themselves and others, and among families, 
communities and traditions. 

Key stage 1 

These are the objectives that will be taught in key stage 1:  
 

• Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be 
used to reveal aspects of change in national life e. 
 

•  Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally  
 
 

• The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 
national and international achievements. Some should be used to 
compare aspects of life in different periods  
 

• Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality 

 

Key stage 2: 

Listed below are all the objectives for Years 3 – 6.  At our school we cover 
some of the objectives with the others being taught in Years 5 and 6.  E.g. In 



Year 4 the children learn about World War 2, Vikings and Anglo Saxons and 
Ancient Egyptians.  See below all objectives for key stage 2: 

Britain from the Stone Age: 

Pupils should be taught about changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the 
Iron Age This could include: 

a. late Neolithic hunter-gatherers and early farmers, for example, 
Skara Brae  

b. Bronze Age religion, technology and travel, for example, 
Stonehenge 

c. Iron Age hill forts: tribal kingdoms, farming, art and culture 

Roman Britain 

Pupils should be taught about the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain.  
This could include: 

a. Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-54 BC 
b. the Roman Empire by AD 42 and the power of its army 
c. successful invasion by Claudius and conquest, including 

Hadrian’s Wall 
d. British resistance, for example, Boudica 
e. "Romanisation" of Britain: sites such as Caerwent and the impact 

of technology, culture and beliefs, including early Christianity 

Anglo-Saxons & Scots 

Pupils should be taught about Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots  
 
This could include: 

a. Roman withdrawal from Britain in c. AD 410 and the fall of the 
western Roman Empire 

b. Scots invasions from Ireland to north Britain (now Scotland) 
c. Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and kingdoms: place names 

and village life 
d. Anglo-Saxon art and culture 
e. Christian conversion – Canterbury, Iona and Lindisfarne 

Anglo-Saxons & Vikings 

Pupils should be taught about the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 
 
This could include: 

a. Viking raids and invasion 
b. resistance by Alfred the Great and Athelstan, first king of England 



c. further Viking invasions and Danegeld 
d. Anglo-Saxon laws and justice 
e. Edward the Confessor and his death in 1066 

Local History 

Pupils should be taught about an aspect of local history 
For example: 

a. a depth study linked to one of the British areas of study listed 
above 

b. a study over time tracing how several aspects of national history 
are reflected in the locality (this can go beyond 1066) 

Ancient Civilizations 

Pupils should be taught about the achievements of the earliest civilizations – 
an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth 
study of one of the following: 

a. Ancient Sumer; 
b. The Indus Valley; 
c. Ancient Egypt; or 
d. The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 

Ancient Greece 

Pupils should be taught a study of Greek life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world 

Non-European Study 

Pupils should be taught about a non-European society that provides contrasts 
with British history - one study chosen from:  

f. early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; 
g. Mayan civilization c. AD 900; or 
h. Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300 

Planning for History 
 
Teachers will plan tasks that allow the children the opportunity to use visual, 
creative and imaginative ways of expressing their thoughts and understanding 
of historical issues.  Teachers will use the National Curriculum objectives to 
plan their work.  Children will have access to a range of primary and 
secondary sources of historical evidence, and to a wide variety of activities to 
foster historical understanding. 
The whole school and subject coordinator are responsible for reviewing topics 
and rolling programmes.  The class teacher completes assessments and buys 



resources for a given topic. Class teachers plan weekly lessons on a Medium-
Term Plan.  
The planning includes SEN and extension activities so that all children can 
access the subject at their level. 

 
Curriculum Delivery   
 
Each class teacher plans their own History curriculum taking account all the 
objectives that must be covered.  The learning and teaching strategies 
employed in delivering the curriculum take into consideration the needs and 
abilities of the pupils in each class and as such are differentiated accordingly 
and are chosen by the individual class teacher. Teaching and support staff, 
from EYFS to Year 4, make use of a range of approaches including:   

• Using visual sources (photographs, film, paintings) to provide 
information on a specific person, place or event. 

• Working in small groups to research a specific aspect of the History 
curriculum. 

• Working in pairs to carry out research, present information, peer 
assess work. 

• Use of story to introduce historical concepts.  

•  Use of conversation either on a one-to-one basis or with small groups, 
class group to develop ideas  

• Using written sources to support or challenge an idea from another 
written or visual source. 

• Using artefacts to compare and contrast with life today.  
 
History is taught formally on a half-termly basis, alternately with Geography. 
More informal opportunities are also taken to bring History into the classroom 
if and when appropriate through such methods as:  - Mentioning when History 
is in the news.   

 
Cross-Curricular Links   
  
The teaching of History at Oakhurst First and Nursery School uses links with 
several other subjects and develops a range of more common pupil skills in 
order to enhance the History curriculum and support general pupil progress in 
a range of areas. For example, links are made with:  
  
Geography – use of maps to identify specific areas of the world and of Britain 
to enable pupils to locate specific places mentioned in the study of History.  
Art – use of visual images/paintings as a source in lessons but also as an 
example of the cultural aspect of societies which are different to the British.  
Design and Technology – used by pupils in constructing Ancient Civilisation 
houses, toys from the past, technology of the past  
Religion – comparisons with the religions followed by specific groups of 
people in History  
Computing – used for research and presentation purposes.   



 
Assessment 
 
Teachers will assess children at the end of each topic against the objectives 
achieved.   
Staff use marking constructively and the use of oral feedback to inform 
children of their progress and to use the assessment for further learning. 
 
The subject coordinator will look at books, check planning (short and long 
term) to check that coverage of the curriculum is being met.  Discussions will 
be had between teachers and subject leader to check coverage and planning.     
History is monitored by the link Governor at least every two years.  
 
 
 
Reviewing the Policy 
 
The policy will be reviewed bi-annually.   
 


