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           20/12/2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Christmas celebrations 

We have had such an exciting couple of weeks leading up to Christmas with lots of different things going on. Some of 

the highlights have been our Christmas productions, trip to the pantomime, Reception visiting some older members of 

Pinehurst Chapel, Year 4 attending the carol concert at West Moors Middle School, Christmas jumper day, Carols on the 

Petwyn and finally our Christmas parties. Thank you to everybody who has supported us with these events and the 

staff, who have worked hard to ensure the children have enjoyable, memorable experiences.  

 

 

Oakhurst Community First & Nursery 

School 

 ‘From Little Acorns Mighty Oaks 

Grow’ 
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Reading 

We have had a reading review this half term, which highlighted the high quality teaching of reading within the school. A 

few actions are needed to be taken in order to improve this further, one of which is some slight changes to the books 

the children are taking home to read. So from January all the children will bring home a plastic folder (to keep in their 

book bags), which will contain their school reading book, a library book and their reading record. All the children who 

are on the Read, Write Inc scheme will bring home their Read Write Inc book and a Read, Write Inc bookbag book. 

These books are fully decodable based upon the sounds that the children have been learning and the children should 

be able to read them fairly easily and able to use their sounds to segment and blend any words unfamiliar to them. In 

addition to this they will bring home a library book of their choice to share with yourselves. During our review a wide 

range of reading records were looked at across the school and it was mentioned that a large number of the children 

were not reading regularly enough at home. Therefore please can we stress the importance of reading with your child 

and recording this in their home reading record. We don’t expect the children to do much homework, but regularly 
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reading is incredibly important. Research has proven that if a child is able to read fluently by the time they leave Year 2 

they are highly likely to have more success in all areas of the curriculum. To support yourselves with this, we are 

holding reading workshops next term for each year group, following the class assembly and urge you to try and come 

along to these. (Class assembly details are at the end of this letter.) 

We would really welcome more reading volunteers to come into school to provide more opportunities for children who 

don’t get to read at home or children who are requiring extra support, to share their books with an adult and get some 

extra practice. If you are interested in this and would be able to give up a bit of time, please get in touch with the 

school office. Thank you.  

End of the day pick ups 

We are making a very slight change to where the children in Years 1, 3 and 4 will be picked up at the end of the day. 

The reason for this is that it is quite difficult for the staff to see the person they are sending the children out to with our 

current system. Therefore from next term Year 1 will exit out of the studio door, Year 3 the further door along the 

school building (by the Key stage 2 toilets) and Year 4 will exit from their classroom door (around the back). Please 

stand near the door your child is exiting from. If you are collecting from more than one year group, please either wait 

where you can be seen from both doors or make sure that you collect your youngest child first. Nursery, Reception and 

Year 2 will stay the same. I hope that makes sense, but if not, please don’t worry, we will make sure everybody is in the 

correct place the first week back.  

Attendance 

There has been an improvement with our whole school attendance this term compared to last year. However, we still 

have a large number of children who are persistent absentees (below 90%). During any inspection we have, this is 

always an area that is looked into because we have been below national average for a number of years now and a 

situation I find particularly frustrating. All the parents of children whose attendance has been below 90% this term are 

invited to a meeting on 8th January to discuss the reasons why and how we can support them to improve this. I really 

thank you for your cooperation with this.  

In addition to this we have a few families that are late dropping off and/or picking up most days. Again, this is very 

frustrating and can make the children feel uncomfortable, embarrassed and on a back foot when they come in. Gates 

open at 8.40am and our school day starts at 8.50am. The first lesson of the day for every year group is reading and 

phonics because first thing in the morning is the best time for young children to learn. Our school day ends at 3pm, if 

you are consistently late after this time we will have to charge after school club rates as our support staff’s working has 

finished at that time and the teachers need to spend that time planning, marking and preparing for the next day. Thank 

you for your understanding with this.  

Cards and Presents 

We have been overwhelmed with your generosity with the number of cards and presents we have been given. It really 

is incredibly kind and we are very grateful. Thank you so much.  

Everything we do is for your children because we want them to have the best start to their education so that they can 

be as successful as possible as they grow and become adults and achieve all they are capable with. Your children are 

delightful and we all love being with them every day. 

 

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Much Love 

Ann Clark 

Headteacher 
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Class assembly dates for your diary… 

 

29th January 9.15am - Reception class assembly followed by a reading workshop 

5th February 9.15am - Year 1 class assembly followed by a reading workshop 

12th February 9.15am - Year 2 class assembly followed by a reading workshop 

4th March  9.15am - Year 3 class assembly followed by a  reading workshop 

18th March 9.15am - Year 4 class assembly followed by a reading workshop 

25th March 9.15am - Nursery class assembly followed by a reading workshop 

 


